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forces, while Polk, who was the president of the
Southern Farmers' Alliance, was identified
with the South and its interests. Folk's death
just before the Omaha convention removed his
name from consideration and left open the nom-
ination for Vice President. The only important
opposition to "Weaver came from those who
hoped to induce some Republican leader, like
Judge Gresham, to accept the nomination of the
new party.

One of the earliest suggestions of "Weaver as
a candidate in 1892 came from a Kansas Con-
gressman elected in 1890. During a visit to
Washington in February, 1891, he was quoted
as saying that he did not doubt but that the new
party would have a national ticket in the field.
"It may be too sanguine to expect to elect the
president at this time, but we will try. Weaver
of Iowa, for president and Polk, of North Caro-
lina, for vice president are spoken of as the
ticket. It is not unlikely that they will be nomi-
nated. No one can say what will be the result.
It may throw the election into the house."240

It was in March that L. H. Weller in writing
to a friend asked: "What will be the outcome at
Omaha?" Pie indicated his opposition to the
proposed ticket by adding: "but what can any
man do when the tide sets strong in favor of
any combination as it now appears for "Weaver
and Polk?" Weaver and Weller differed as to